During the course of field work from 1965 to 1967 in Taiwan and Ryukyu, approximately 30,000 blood samples were collected from the Chinese, Taiwanese, Taiwanese aborigines and Ryukyuans. The main purpose of the work was to study the distribution of acatalasemic and blood group genes among these populations. Results obtained have already been reported in part1-3). Some of the blood samples collected have also been tested for several serum protein allotypes and the Australia or hepatitis associated antigen (Au[l] or HAA) 4,5). This paper records the results of tests for the Australia antigen.
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The blood samples were collected by venipuncture with a heparinized syringe from apparently healthy University and high school students in Taipei and Shuni and from students of special vocational schools for aborigines in Hwa Lien, Taitung, Pintung and Musha. The samples were refrigerated immediately and sent to Tokyo by air for the tests. Some of the samples which arrived in a good condition were frozen at -30 at once and tested for the Australia antigen after one to three months of collection.
The tests were carried out by means of the micro-Ouchterlony technique described by Blumberg and Riddell6) using a human anti-Au(1) (Kub.) supplied by Dr. Kazuo Okochi of the Blood Transfusion Service, Tokyo University Hospital. Appropriate controls were run in each test series.
A total of 2,917 plasma samples were tested with the anti-Au (1), and the results are shown in Table   1 . There is no significant difference in the frequency of the antigen between male and female in each of the populations. In Taiwanese mountain aborigines no differences between tribal groups in the frequency of the antigen were found. The high frequency of the antigen in Taiwanese and Taiwanese mountain aborigines supports findings noted by Blumberg et al.7) in a small number of Taiwanese. The frequency of the antigen for Ryukyuans in Shuni is in agreement with the frequency of 1% which was found by Okochi and Murakami8) in more than 10,000 normal Japanese donors in the Tokyo area. In this series of study we had no opportunity to investigate the association of the antigen with a disease.
According to Blumberg et al.5) , the Australia antigen has apparently been transmitted to non-human primates, such as chimpanzees, spider monkeys, African green monkeys and marmosets. In another 
